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Oldukca eski ve zengin bir kultire sahip olan
Azerbaycan, Dogu’nun gelismis tlkelerinden biridir.
Pamukgulugun ve hayvanciligin yapildigi bu llkede,
Ozellikle koyunculugun gelismesi icin gerekli ortam
saglar mistir. Azerbaycan faunasi ve florasinda genis
yaylalar, basi karli daglar, kumlu sahiller, bol bereketli
baglar dikkati cekmektedir. Vatanimizin zengin dogasl,
yesil cimenlikleri, pinarlarinin ve ¢aylarinin bol sulu olmasi
hayvanciligin gelismesini saglamistir.

Halk sanatinin en zengin tiiri olan halicilifin ortaya
¢tkmasi ve yerlesmesinde koyun yununin iyi olmasi 6nem
tasir.

Atalarimizin hayatinda biyuk yeri olan hali, zamanla
estetik dl¢llerle dokunmus ve pekcok llkeye yayilarak
Un kazanmistir. Eski devirlerde atalanmiz, kamis, agac,
hayvan derisi gibi basit gorilebilecek nesneleri kullanarak
esyalar yapmis ve onlara fonksiyonellik kazandirmislardir.
Bu emek sonucu, Azerbaycan halk sanatinin zengin tarihi
dogmustur.

Dokumacilik, insanli§in en eski kesiflerindendir. Yapilan
arkeolojik kazilar, Azerbaycan halicilik .sanatinin eski
devirlere dayandigini gosterir. Klasik edebiyatin ve sozli
halk edebiyatinin Gritinlerinde, bu topraklarda uretilen
hah ve hah drunleri hakkinda bilgi verilmistir.
Azerbaycan’in rengarenk tabiatinin tim guzelligini
kendinde toplayan bu halilardaki boyalann tikenmeyen
zenginligi, bezemenin tekrarlanamaz yaraicihgi ve estetigi
halilara farkli bir 6zellik kazandinr. Azerbaycan’in en eski
ve halk arasinda en yaygin sanati olan halicilik, halkin
manevi hayatim ve estetik zevkini bariz bir bicimde sergiler.

Azerbaycan hali sanatinin tarihi gelisimini gdsteren
belgeler cok azdir. Ulkenin doga sartlan bu dalin gelismesi
i.gin ortam hazirlamistir. Eski Manna, Atropatena ve
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Albanya devletlerinde halicilik ve dokumaciligin baska
sahalan ile de mesgul olunmustu. Aban tarihgisi Moisey
Kalankaytuklu Agvan Tarihi kitabinda Azerbaycan’in
kuzey bolgelerinde ipek kumaslar ve rengarenk halilar
dokundugunu kaydeder. Ayrica, Hemg¢i’nin Sasani
hikimdarhgi devrinde saray imalathanesinde dokunan
kiymetli taslarla suslenmis ipek halilar hakkinda bilgi
verir. Bu bélgede yasayanlar, tung devrinde, Il. binde
halicilikla mesgul olmuslardi. Tarihi kaynaklara gore, orta
asirlarda Azerbaycan, dogunun havli ve havsiz hal iretim
merkezlerinden biri olarak kabul edilirdi. X. ylizyila ait
(982) Hududu1Alem isimli bir el yazmasinda, Azerbaycan
sehirlerinin, 6zellikle Mugan’in cuvallari ve kilimleri ile
meshur oldugu belirtilir.

Unlii tarihgilerden Ebu Cafer Muhammet Taberi (839-
923), Aaplar tarafindan saraydan alinmis olan nakislar
arasinda altin ve glimus ile bezenmis halilar hakkinda da
bilgi verir.

Xl. yilizyilda, Azerbaycan klasik edebiyatinda hal
tasvirleri, Gatran Tebrizi, Nizami Gencevi, Hakani ve
Sirvani’nin eserlerinde goraldr.

XII. ylzyilda Doguyu gezmis nli Venedikli seyyah
Marko Polo halilardan su sekilde s6z etmektedir:
“Azerbaycan’da dinyaca unlu halilar, kilig kiliflari ve
kumasglar vardir.”

Gunimize ulasan en eski Azerbaycan halisi XIII.
ylizyila aittir. Turkiye, Konya’da korunan, motifli Sirvan
halisi ilging kompozisyonu ile dikkat geker. XIII-XV.
yiuzyillarda, Avrupa ve diger Ulkelerin tiiccarlari hediye
ve satis amaclyla Azerbaycan’dan hali ve hali Grlnleri
gotardiler. XV. ylzyildan itibaren nlud Avrupa
ressamlarinin tablolarinda Azerbaycan hali tasvirlerine
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Azerbaijan that has a historical and rich culture is one
of the developed countries of the East. In this country
of cotton production and animal-husbandry, the
necessary environment has been provided for developing
sheep-breeding. The wide valleys, snowy mountains,
$andy beaches, prosperous mountains are quite imminent
in the fauna and flora of Azerbaijan. The rich nature of
pur country, its green hills and rivers full of water have
contributed to the development of animal husbandry.

A good quality of sheep wool is important in the
emerging and establishment of carpet weaving which
is the richest national art.

Carpets which had a crucial place among the lives
of our ancestors. Was woven with aesthetic criteria by
time. This was spread among many countries and became
famous. Our Ancestors, in Old centuries have made
objects by using the simplest things such as sugar cane,
tree, animal skin etc. They have provided them with
functionality. As a result of this effort the rich history of
the Azerbaijan public art has emerged.

Weaving is one of the oldest explorations of mankind.
Archeological excavations made, show that Azerbaijan
art of weaving dates back from the old centuries. In the
examples of classical literature and oral public literature
information is given about the carpets and carpet
products of Azerbaijan the infinite richness of the dyes
in these carpets which have all the beauty of colorful
nature, unique creativity and aesthetic of ornaments
attribute of different characteristic to carpets. Carpet
weaving, the oldest and the most spread art among the
public, exposes the moral life and aesthetic taste of the
public clearly.

There are a few documents showing the historical
development of Azerbaijan art of carpet weaving. The
natural conditions of the country has created the
conducive environment for the development in this field.
In the old Manna, Atropatena and Albanya States, people
have been interested in other fields of carpet weaving,
as well. Noisey Kalankaytilu, Alban historian, says in his
book (Agvan History) that silk fabric and colorful carpets
were woven in the northern regions of Azerbaijan.

Moreover, he
gives information
about the silk carpets
embellished with
precious stones,
woven in the palace
Manufacturing
workshop, in the
Sasani State period.

The residents of this
region have dealt
with the art ofcarpet
weaving in Il
Thousand in the
bronze age.
According to the
historical sources. In
the middle centuries Azerbaijan was accepted as one
of the most important in the east for carpets with and
without nap. In an inscription named Hududd'l Alem of
Xth century (982) it is stated that, the cities of Azerbaijan
particularly Mugan is famous for its sacks and rugs.

Ebu Cafer Muhammad Taberi (839-923) one of the
famous historians, gives information about the carpets
decorated with gold and silver among the embroideries
taken from the palace by the Arabs.

In the XIth century, carpet descriptions in Azerbaijan
classical literature were found in the works of Gatran,
Tebrizi, Nizami Gencevi, Hakani, Sirvani.

In the Xllth century, the famous vagabond Marco
Polo from Venice, who had travelled the East, talks about
the carpets as such. 'There are world famous carpets,
sword cases and fabrics in Azerbaijan."

The oldest Azerbaijan carpet that has reached our
day belongs to Xllith century. Sirvan carpet with motives
that has been woven in Konya, Turkey is significant for
its interesting composition. In Xllith - XVth centuries the*
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rastlanir. Unlt Hollandall ressam Jan Van Eyck “Kesis
Van der Pale Madonnasi” adli eserinde Azerbaycan’in
Kuba bdlgesinin Zeyve halisini tasvir etmistir.

XV. yuzyilin ikinci yansindan itibaren hali ustalan ipek
halilar1 dokurken altin ve gimds ipleri, degerli taslari
kullanmaya bagladilar. Halillar hakkindaki eski kaynaklar
genellikle XVI-XIX. ylzyil halilan hakkinda bilgi veriyor.
Azerbaycan’da halicilik sanati 6zellikle, XVI-XVII.
yiizyillarda Safaviler devrinde ¢ok gelismistir. Bu devirde
Tebriz, Erdebil, Samahi, Gence ve Berde hali
dokumacihigin merkezleri idi. Bundan ylzyillar énce
Sirvan, Karabag, Abseron, Kiiba, Kazak, Gence, Susa,
Talis’da dokunan ve estetik degeri, kalitesi ve teknigine
gore secilen haklar simdi diinya mizelerini sislemektedir.

Bitiin diinyada Kafkas haklan olarak taninan havli ve
havsiz halilarin gogunu Azerbaycan halilari olusturur.
Azerbaycan halilari, XIX. yizyildan itibaren diinya
muzelerinde, pazar ve fuarlarda basan ile sergilenmektedir.
1928 yilinda Azerbaycan Cumhuriyeti’nin karari ile
“Azerbaycan Hah Birligi” kurulmustur. Bu birlik,
Azerbaycan’in farkli bélgelerinde kurulmus olan hak
fabrikalarini birlestirerek, onlara rehberlik etmektedir.
Halk sanatini gelistirmek amaci ile Bakii’de teknik sanat
okullan agilmis, dernekler kurulmustur. Bu teknik sanat
okullarinda ve derneklerde hali dokumacihigi
ogretmektedir. Ulkemizde hah dokumacihgi, tretim
birligine donlismustir. Dokunan haklar diinya Glkelerine
ihra¢ edilmektedir.

E. Hiseyinzade isimli Azerbaycan Devlet Medeniyet
ve Giizel Sanatlar Universitesi’nde Dokumacilik
Fakultesi’nin Dekoratif Tatbiki Sanat Bolumu’nde halicikk
Uzerine uzmanlar yetistiren bu okuldan baska, Azerbaycan
ilimler Akademisi’nin Mimarlik ve Giizel Sanatlar
Enstitiisi’nde halicihgin teorik 6zelliklerini hazirlayan
Dekoratif Sanat Subesi de faaliyet gostermektedir. S6zi
edilen hak ve hak Grlnleri sadece dekoratif bir 6zellik
tasimaz; onlarin, halkin hayatinda biyik énemi vardir.

Yuksek havli haklar yere serilmis,havsiz haklar ise
duvara astimistir. Hah drunlerinden, sandik yerine
kullanilan ¢uval, mefres, hurcun, orken, yeheriistu, yorgan,
dosek, giyisi, erzak ve ev esyalari gibi bir takim ihtiyaclari
koymak igin hurg gibi kullaniimistir. Belirtmek gerekir
ki, Azerbaycan’da dokumacilik kadinlarin meslegidir ve
bu sanati kendilerinden sonra gelenlere dgretmektedirler.
Hak dokumak her ne kadar ¢ok zorsa da, dokuyucu
kadinlar bu sanati sevmis ve severek icra etmislerdir.
Eskilerin dedigine goére, Kiba, Berde ve Susa’daki her
kadin dokumacihgi bilirdi. Evlenen kadinlar, hah
takimlarinin hazirlanmasina katilmak zorundaydi.

Bu dénem halilarinin hazirlanmasinda ressam ve
nakkaslar énemli rol oynamistir. Azerbaycan halicilik
sanati, teknigi ve estetik kalitesine gdére dorde ayrilir:
Kuba-Sirvan, Gence-Kazak, Karabag ve Tebriz . Bunlar
da asagidaki gruplara ayrilir:
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2. Gence-Kazak hak tirleri; Gence, Kazak gruplarina
ayrilir.

3. Karabag tur(; Karabag, Susa, Cebrail ve Nahcivan
gruplarina ayrilir.

4. Tebriz turd (Iran Azerbaycani); Tebriz ve Erdebil
gruplarina ayrilir.

Kuba-Sirvan tiirii haklan, geometrik motifleri ve incekgi
ile farklilik arzeder. Sirvan halilannin kompozisyonu ¢ok
saylda g6llerden meydana gelir. Hav yiiksekligi 4-7 mm.
olan haklarda 1 dnr’de 40x40 ya da 55x55 ilmek vardir.
Genellikle ortalama 1.30x2.10 m. buyuklukte olan haklar,
bazen 10-15 m , nadir olarak da 20 m dokunmustur.

Gence-Kazak tlriindeki haklar, digerlerine nazaran
daha sade olup, buyuk, geometrize edilmis bitkisel
motiflerle bezelidir. Birbirine zit renklerin kullanildigi bu
haklar, Kuba-Sirvan grubundakilere oranla daha kiicik
boyutlarda dokunmustur. 3-10 metrekare biyiklukteki
bu haklarda hav yiiksekligi 7-11 mm., 1 dm2ye diisen
diigim sayisi ise 30x30 ya da 35x35°dir.

Genellikle orta blyiklikte olan Kazak halilarinin
boyutlari 1.40x2.50 ya da 1.60x0.70 m.dir. Orta sikkdi biraz
kaba olur. Gence halilarina oranla daha kiicuktiir. Karabag
halilarindan ise, gél kompozisyonunda yerlestirilmis
bitkisel motifleri ile farklilasir.

Karabag grubundaki havli ve havsiz haklar genellikle
buylk olup, 2-20 m2ya da 25-30 m2 élgileri arasinda olur.
Nahcivan ve Lenkeran haklan dabu gruba benzer 6zellikler
gosterir.

Bitkisel motifler Tebriz haklannda karakterini kazanir.
Tebriz halilarinin merkezini genellikle zarif bir g6l
doldurur; onun kenarlari bitkisel motiflerle bezelidir.

Zili, cecim, sedde, verni, sumak v.s. havsiz dokumalar
kendilerine has 6zellikleri ile havk haklardan farkklasirlar.
Biknmektedir ki, “S” motifi su kiltd ile ilgilidir. Azerbaycan
halicilik sanatinda 90 ¢esit Buta motifi yaygindi.

Bu eski ve giizel sanat eserlerimizin korunmasi ve
sergilenmesi icin Azerbaycan Hak ve Halk Tatbiki Sanat
Devlet Mizesi, 1967 yilinda Baki’de agiimistir. »

1 Kuba-$irvan hah tirleri; Kuba, Sirvan, Baki

gruplarina ayrilir.
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Art Of Carpet Weaving and its Development In Azerbaijan
MIRA MEHMETHANOVA

merchants of Europe and other countries have taken
carpets and carpet products together with them for
selling them somewhere else or as presents. After the
XVth century we see Azerbaijan carpet descriptions on
the paintings of famous European artists. Famous artist
of Holland, Jan Van Eyck has described the Zeyve carpet
of Azerbaijan's Kuba region on his work named "Madonna
of Priest van der Pale"

Starting from the second half of the XVth century,
the carpet makers began using golden and silver threads
and precious stones. Old sources about carpets generally
give information about XVI-XIX century carpets. Art of
carpet weaving in Azerbaijan has developed especially
in the period of Safavis. In the same period, Tebriz,
Erdebil, Samahi, Gence and Berde were centers for carpet
weaving. Carpets woven in Sirvan Karabag, Abseron,
Kuba, Kazak, Gence, Susa, Talis, are now decorating the
world's Museums. With their aesthetic values, quality
and technique.

Azerbaijan carpets make up the majority of the carpets
with and without nap which are known as the Caucasian
carpets throughout the world. Azerbaijan carpets have
started to be exposed in the museums, exposed and
fairs of the world, after XIXth century. In 1928,
"Azerbayjan Carpet Association” has been founded with
the resolution of the Republic of Azerbaijan. This
Association unites the carpet factories established in
various places of Azerbaijan and provides them with
guidelines. In order to develop the art of carpet weaving,
technical art schools have been opened and associations
have been founded in Baku. These technical schools of
art and associations have been teaching the art of carpet
weaving. In our country, carpet weaving has become a
union of production. Woven carpets are being exported
to other countries of the world.

Other than, E. Huseyinzade Azerbaijan

State Civilization and Fine Arts University,
Textile Faculty, Department of Decorative
Applied Arts training experts of carpet
weaving, there is Azerbaijan Academy of
Science, Institute of Architecture and Fine
Arts, Branch of Decorative Arts teaching
the theory of carpet making. The said
carpets and carpet products are not only
famous for their decorative characteristics,
but at the sometime they have importance
in the lives of the people.

High napped carpets are spread out on
the ground, napless carpets are hung on
the wall. Sacks and similar things used as
boxes were being used to store the
necessary things like clothes, food etc. We
should express that weaving was the
profession of women in Azerbaijan and they
thought this art to their successors. Although weaving
was quite difficult. Women loved this art and they
performed eagerly. Old people say that every women
in Kuba, Berde and Susa know how to weave. Girls
getting married had to join the preparation works of
their carpets.

Artists and decorators had an important role in the
preparation of the carpets of this period. Azerbaijan art
of carpet weaving is divided into four groups in terms
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of their technical and aesthetic quality: Kuba-Sirvan,
Gence-Kazak, Karabag and Tebriz. Their subgroups are
as such:

1. Kuba-Sirvan carpet types. They have Kuba, Sirvan,
Baklu groups.

2. Gence-Kazak carpet types. They have Gence, Kazak
groups.

3. Karabag type. It has Karabag, Susa, Cebrail and
Nahcivan groups.

4. Tebriz type (Iran Azerbaijan) It has Tebriz and Erdebil
groups.

Kuba-Sirvan type carpets are different for their
geometric motives and thinness. The composition of
Sirvan carpets are made of numerous lakes. In carpets
with a nap height of 4-7 mm, there are 40x40 or 55x50
100ps. In 1 dm2. Carpets which are generally 1.30x2.10
m. big are woven 10-15 m2 and rarely 20 m2.

Gence-kazak type carpet are simpler plainer and they
have big, geometrical plant motives. Contrasting colors
are used in these carpets and they are of small dimensions
with respect to the Kuba-Sirvan group. In these 3-10
m2 big carpets nap height is 7-11 mm and number of
loops for 1 dm2 is 30x30 or 35x35.

Kazak carpets with medium size have dimensions of
1.40x2.50 or 1.60x0.70 m. It is smaller than Gence
Carpet. Karaba{ carpet sare different for their plant
motives in the lake composition.

Napped and Napless carpets in Karabag group are
generally big with size of 2-20m2 or 25-30 m2. Nahgivan
and Lenkeran carpet also have similar characteristics
with this group.

Plant motives gain their character in Tebriz carpets.
In the centre of Tebriz carpets, usually there is a lake,
and plant motives around the lake.

Napless weaving examples like zili, cicim, verni, sumak
are different from napped carpets with their unique
characteristics. It is well known that the motive's is
related with the concept and culture of water.
In Azerbaijan carpet art 90 Buta motive was commonly
used.

Azerbaijan Carpet and Public Practice Art State
Museum has been opened in Baku in 1967 for conserving

and exhibiting these old and beautiful works of art.
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