Serap Leloglu-Unal*

Topraklarinin buyiik bir kismi Karakum Colu Gizerinde
yer alan, bugiin 4,5 milyona yakin bir niflsa sahip olan
Turkmenistan Orta Asya’da kiicik bir tlkedir. Savaslar
ve bagimsizliklarim yitirmek gibi her tirlii baskiya karsilik,
ylzyillarca geleneklerine bagh bir millet olarak yasayan
Turkmenler, bu geleneklerini glinimizde de yasatmaya
calismaktadirlar.

Tiarkmen kaltarinian énemli bir parcasi olan hal,
yuzyillar boyunca renk, teknik ve motif 6zelliklerini
yitirmeden gunumiize ulasmistir. Boy 6zelliklerine gére
gruplanabilen Turkmen halilar zengin bir motif diinyasina
sahiptir. Hali Bakani sayin Ogulnabat Meredova’nin “ezber
elli gelin kizlar” olarak tanimladigi dokumacilar,
cevrelerinden gorduklerini, halk hikayelerini ya da duygu-
dasiincelerini bu halilara yansitirlar. Ttrkmen halkinin
bir sevgi ve sevkat yumagi aliinda birlesmesini saglayan,
gelenek, gorenek ve inanclar benliinde tasiyan hali, ayni
zamanda devlet sembolii olarak bayraklarinda da yer alir.

Tirkmen halilarina 6nce “Buhara Hanhgi” sahip
¢cikmis. Tirkmenistan’in ¢esitli bolgelerinden getirilen
halilarin Buhara pazarinda satiimasini saglamis. iste bu
nedenle hala, Tirkmen halilarinin bir bélimu, 6zellikle
Tekelerin “Kuslu Golli” halilan Buhara halisi olarak bilinir.
Daha sonra Ruslar sahip ¢cikmiglar. Bolgede dokuttuklari
halilan baskayerlerde pazarlamislar. Bir anlamda haliciiga
destek olmuslar ama kendi sergilerinde sergilemisler,
kendi maddi cikarlar icin kullanmiglar, dolayisiyla
kendilerine maletmigler. Bugiin, ¢ok siikir, Turkmenler
bagimsizlar ve kendi kiltiirlerine sahip cikabiliyorlar.

Turkmen halkinin hayatinda énemli yeri olan hali
icin Turkmenistan’in baskenti Askabat’ta bir muze
kurulmustur. Tirkmenistan Hali Mizesi adli bu miize 20
Mart 1993 yilinda kurulmus olup, bes yildir faaliyet
gostermektedir. Cumhurbaskani Sayin Saparmurat
Tiurkmenbasrnin emri ile kurulan mize, Askabat’in en
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Turkmenistan Hali Mizesi.
Turkmenistan Carpet Museum

islek caddelerinden olan Koéroglu Caddesi (izerindeki,
daha o6nce ticari amacgla kullanilan bir bina icine
yerlesmistir. ferlesmeden dnce glveye karsi bir énlem
olarak bitiin bina mermer kaplanmistir.

Bugiin miizenin koleksiyonunda yaklasik 1000 kadar
hali ve hali Grunleri bulunmaktadir. Hepsinin dizenli
olarak envanterlerinin yapildigi sdylenmekle birlikte
envanter defterlerini gdrmemiz mimkun olmadi.

Halilar, Miize'ye satin alma yolu ile gelmektedir.
Ayrica, Turkmenistan’da yurt disina hali ¢ikarmak yasak
oldugu icin gimrikte el konan halilar da mizeye
gonderilmektedir. Bunlarin yanisira, el dokuma
fabrikalarinda dokunmus halilardan en iyileri segilerek
muze koleksiyonuna aktarilyor.

Miize Midurd Tuvakbibi Durdiyeva, koleksiyon-
larinda ¢ok sayida hali ve hali Urlinleri oldugu igin hepsini
sergileyememekten sikayetci idi. Ancak guzel bir yol
bulmuslar. Miize'de diizenli araliklarla sergiler degisiyor.
Bir sire torbalar, daha sonra ensiler, bir sire sonra
kapiliklar sergileniyor. Boylece koleksiyondaki diger
kiymetli parcalarda ilgilenenlere takdim edilmis oluyor.
Mayis ayinda Muze’de hali ve ensilerden meydana gelen
480 parca sergileniyordu.

Muze binasi, bir arakat ile iki asil kata sahiptir. Bu
katlarda sergiler boylara gére diizenlenir. Girisin de oldugu
alt katin sol tarafinda Hazar ve Dashovuz vilayetlerinde
oturan Yomutlann ve sag tarafinda ise Ersarilerin halilari
sergilenmektedir. Bu katta ayrica, “akytp” denilen
kabartma hali trinleri vardir. Cadirlarin kenarlarina
* * Bagbakanlik Ataturk Kdiltir Merkezi Uzmani.
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Turkmenistan is a small country in Central Asia, the
population of which is approximately 4.5 million, today,
and the major part of the lands of which lay in Karakum
desert. Turkomans, vwho have alvays been a nation
deeply attached to traditions, for centuries, in spite of
every kind of oppression undergone through the years,
such as wars and loss of independence are stili trying to
maintain these traditions.

Turkoman carpet, a significant part of Turkoman
culture, has reached our time wvithout any loss in its
characteristics in color, motif and technique. Turkoman
carpets, which can be grouped according to their sizes,
posses a rich variety of motifs. The vveavers, defined as
"memory-handed brides" by the Turkoman-Carpet-
United Minister Ogulnabat Meredova, reflect vwhat they
see around them, legends or their thoughts-feelings on
the carpets. Carpet, which provides the unity of Turkoman
*  * Specialist, Atattirk Cultural Center.
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Tiurkmenistan Hali Miuzesi alt
kattaki sergi salonu.

Exhibition hail on the first floor of
the Museum.

Resim/Picture 3

Turkmenistan Hah Muzesi st
kattaki sergi salonu ve Tirkmen
cadiri.

Exhibition hail on the second
floor of the Museum and the
Turkoman tent.
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Turkmenistan Hali Miizesi’nde sergilenen "Onurga Golli" Ersari halisi.
Ersari Carpet with ' Onurga GoOl' exhibited in Turkmenistan Carpet Museum.

gerilmek amaci ile yapilan bu parcalar, cok eziyetli bir is
olan keten Uizerine kil ¢ivi ile dokunurdu.

Ara kat binaya sonra ilave edilmis olup, sadece Teke
boyuna ait blyik hali yer alir. Bu hali, 264 metrekare
olup, 1941°de Moskova’nin kultir yili ilan edilmesi Gizerine
dokunmustur. Tirkmen’in Kalbi” adini taglyan ve sekiz
ayda dokunan hah bu yila kadar dinyanin en biyuk halis
sayiliyordu. Bu yil 38 dokuyucu tarafindan dokunan ve
Tirkmenistan’a bagimsizh@r kazandiran Cumhurbaskani
Sayin Saparmurat Turkmenbasi’nin adi ile anilan hali, 266
metrekare olup, giinimizde diinyanin en blyik halisi
sayilir. Mize’nin Ust katinda ise, en kalabalik boylardan
olan ve Ahal ve Merv vilayetlerinde oturan Tekelerin
halilar1 sergilenir. Bu katta ayrica iki adet “iki yuzIi halr”
vardir. Miize’de ¢alisan mihmandarlar, cok ince dokunmus
olan bu kiymetli halilar ile ilgili hikayeyi su sekilde
anlatirlar: “Tirkmenistan’a sefer diizenleyen iran Sahi
Turkmen halilarina hayran kalmis ve dénerken bircok
dokumaciy: savas esiri olarak iran‘a gétiirmiis. Orada, en
guzel halyr dokuyan dokumacilari serbest birakacagini
syleyerek, dokumacilik isine devam etmelerini istemis. Bir
slire sonra dokumacilardan biri dikey tezgahta iki yuzli
hallyr dokuyarak Saha sunmus. Haliyi gok begenen Sah,
bir daha ayni tur bir hali dokuyamamasi i¢in dokumacinin
gozlerini oydurmus. ™

Ust katta ayrica bir de Turkmen gadiri kurulmustur.
Butiin cadir ici dekorasyonu ile sergilenen bu cadir, halk
bilim arastirmacilarina da ipuclari vermektedir.

Genellikle 19. ve 20. ylzyila tarihlendirilen hal ve
hali Grinlerinin bulundugu Mize’nin en eski halisi 17.
yuzyila tarihlendirilen Merv’den gelmis bir Teke halisi ile
gene 17. yuzyila tarihlendirilen bir Salur Ensisidir.1

Sayin Durdiyeva, zaman zaman yurt disi sergilerine
katildiklarini da belirtti. Bunlardan Tirkiye'deki, TIKA
ile Turkmenistan Hukiumeti’nin ortak bir calismasi sonucu
gerceklestirilen 1994 yilinda istanbul Askeri Miize’de
acilan sergi idi.

Askabat'taki zengin hali koleksiyonuna sahip bir diger
miize, Tirkmenistan Milli Tarih ve Etnografya Muizesi'dir.
Ne yazik ki, miizenin kurulusu ile ilgili bir bilgi edinemedik,
ancak, bagimsizhiktan éncede bu miizenin varhgindan
haberdariz ve Tirkmenistan Hali Miizesi kurulurken, bu
mizedeki hahlardan goturildigunt biliyoruz.2

Genis bir bahge icinde yer alan Miize binasi tek katl
olup, genellikle kazi buluntularindan meydana gelen biyiik
bir koleksiyona sahiptir. Birkag odayi dolduran, kazilardan
ele gecirilmis seramik ve tas parcalar Tirkmen tarihine
Isik tutacak niteliktedir. Bunlarin yanisira 500°'den fazla

1Ensi, cadirin kapisina asilan diiz hahdir. Ozel giinlerde
asilan bu hali, tzerindeki motiflere gére gunin anlamini
vurgulardi. Bir 6rnek vermek gerekirse, Uzerinde kopuz motifi
olan ensiler, kutlamalarda ya da diigiin toérenlerinde asilird.

2 Bu yazi cercevesinde Tirkmenistan Milli Tarih ve
Etnografya Mizesi’nin deposunda saklanan halilardan bir
kisminin fotografim yayinhyoruz. Bunlarin icinden bir kismi hig
degilse arastirmacilarin isine yarar diye disuniyoruz.
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people in a sense of love and sharing and wvhich carries
traditions and believes in its character also exists on their
flag as a symbol of State.

The ovvnership of Turkoman carpets has been
claimed first by the "Buhara Khanate". The carpets
broughtfrom various regions of Turkmenistan have been
sold in Buhara markets. This is the reason why a group
of Turkoman carpets, especially the "Kuslu GollU" carpets
of the Tekes, are knovwvn as Buhara carpets. They have,
then, been claimed to be ovvned by the Russians. They
have sold the carpets, vwhich they had vvoven in the
region, in different places. Even though they have given
support to carpet-vveaving in a sense, they have, at the
same time, exhibited the carpets in their own exhibitions,
used them for their own financial benefits
and consequently claimed the possession
of this art of carpet vveaving. Today, being
independent, the Turkomans can stand up
for the culture, vvhich actually belongs to
them.

Turkmenistan Carpet Museum has
been opened in Askabat, the Capital of
Tirkmenistan, on 20 March 1993, for
carpets which hold an important place in
the lifes of Turkoman people; and this
Museum has been carrying out its activities
ever since. This Museum has been
established in a building, previously used
for commercial purposes, located on
Koroglu Street, one of the busiest streets
of Askabat, upon the order of President
Saparmurat Turkmenbasi. The vvhole
building has been covered with marble
before setting in, as a precaution against
moths.

Today, there are about 1000 pieces in
the collection of the Museum. Even though
it is said that regular inventories are kept,
it has not been possible for us to see the
relevant records.

The carpets are collected by means of
purchasing Besides, since it's forbidden to
take carpets out of Turkmenistan, those
that are confiscated by the customs are
also sent to the Museum. Other than these,
the best samples vvoven in the hand-
vveaving factories are also included in the
collection of the Museum.

The Director of the Museum Tuvakbibi
Durdiyeva was complaining about not
being able to exhibit the vvhole collection
due to the lack of space. Hovvever, they
have found a good solution of changing
the contents of the exhibition in regular
intervals. This way, ali the precious pieces
of the collection are displayed and have

Resim/Picture 5

Tiurkmenistan Hali Mlzesi’nde
sergilenen Teke boyuna ait bir kapilik.

A door-top belonging to Teke,
displayed in the Museum.



hah ve hah drinlerinden meydana gelen zengin
koleksiyonunun kucuk bir bolimi ne yazik ki tek bir
odada sergilenmektedir. Miize’nin en eski hali Grtind, 18.
yuzyil sonundan gelen bir Salur ensisidir.

Her iki mizede de halilarin en fazla 17. yuzyil
ortalarina tarihlendirilmis olmasi dikkat ¢ekiciydi. Clnk
biliyoruz ki, Avrupa ve Amerika mizelerinde daha eski

Resim/Picture 6

Turkmenistan Hali Miizesi’nde sergilenen Aksabat
Hali Fabrikasinda dokunmus bir hali. “Kuslu géllu”
bu Teke halisi 310x1.96 m. 6lculerindedir.

A carpet voven in the Askabat Carpet Factory,
in display in the Museum. The dimensions of this
"Kuslu Gollu" (with bird & lake) Teke carpet are
3.10x1.96 (m).

Resim/Picture 7

Tirkmenistan Hali Mizesi’'nde

sergilenen bir kapilik.

A door-top displayed in the Museum

doénemlere tarihlendirilebilen Tlrkmen halilari mevcuttur.
Turkmenistan’daki arastirmalanmiz sirasinda, yetkililerden,
bagimsizliktan 6énce Ruslarin eski halilari Moskova ve
Petersburg miizelerine gonderdiklerini 6grendik. Bu
halilarin bir an 6nce geriye iadesi icin girisimlerin
baslallmasi, Turkmen kiltir tarihinin bitunltgd acisindan
elzem oldugu kanisindayiz. »
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the chance to get the attention they deserve. 480 pieces
consisting of carpets and ensis vvere on display in the
Museum in May.

The Museum building has twwo main floors and one
mezzanine floor. The exhibitions are arranged on these
floors according to the sizes of the carpets. On the left
side of the first floor, vhere there is also the entrance,
the carpets of the Yomuts, inhabiting the cities of Hazar
and Dashovuz; on the right side of the same floor, the
carpets of Ersaris are displayed. Embossed carpets called
"akyup" are also exhibited on this floor. These pieces,
produced for stretching on the sides of tents, are made
by vveaving on linen with kil c¢ivi (a kind of very thin
niddle), vvhich is an extremely tiring task.

Resim/Picture 9

Tirkmenistan Milli Tarih ve Etnografya Miizesi’'nin
deposundan “Armanli GoOlli™ bir Ersari halisi. 19. yy.
basinda Kerki’de dokundu bu hali 189x1.33 m.
Olgilerindedir (Env. no. 581).

An "Armanl Co6llU" Ersari carpet from the stores of
Turkmenistan National History & Ethnography Museum.
Woven in Kerki in the beginning of the 19th century. its
dimensions are 1.89 x 1.33 (m) (Inv. no. 581).
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Resim/Picture 8

Tirkmenistan Milli Tarih ve Etnografya Mizesi.
Turkmenistan National History and Ethnography
Museum.

Turkmenistan National History & Ethnography Museum.
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Resim/Picture 10
Turkmenistan Milli Tarih ve Etnografya Muzesi'nin deposundan bir Ersari halisi. 18.
ylzyila tarihlendirilen bu hah 72x32,5 cm. oOlculerindedir (Env. no. 785).

An Ersari carpet from the stores of Turkmenistan National History & Ethnography Museum.
The dimensions of the carpet dating back to 18th century are 72x32.5 (cm) Inv. no. 785).

Resim/Picture 11

Turkmenistan Milli Tarih
ve Etnografya Muzesi’'nin
deposundan Salur Ensisi.
18. yy. sonuna
tarihlendirilen bu ensi
147x176 cm. Slcilerindedir
(Env. no. 319).

A Salur Ensi from the stores
of Turkmenistan National
History & Ethnography
Museum. 18th century,
147x 176 (cm)

(Inv. no. 319).



Only the big carpet belonging to the Teke elan is
placed on the mezzanine floor which is added to the
building aftervvards. This 264 sq.m. carpet has been
vvoven upon the announcement of 1941 as the year of
culture in Moscowv. This carpet named "the heart of the
Turkoman" which had been woven in eight months had
been considered as the largest carpet in the world up
to this year. The carpet vwoven by 38 weavers and which
is named after President Saparmurat Turkmenbasi, who
has gained the independence for Turkmenistan is 266
sg.m. and it is considered to be the largest carpet in the
world, today. On the second floor, the carpets on display
are those of the Tekes, vwwho constitute one of the most
populated elans, inhabiting the cities of Ahal and Merv.
There are also two "tvvo faced carpets" placed on this
floor. The hosts working in the Museum narrate as follows
the story concerning these very finely vwoven precious
carpets: "The Persian Shah attacking Turkmenistan
admires the Turkoman carpets and returning home, he
takes with him many carpet vveavers as prisoners of war.
There, he teli them that he will setfree the one to vveave
the best carpet and asks them to carry on with the art
of carpet-vveaving. After a while, one of the vveavers

angm m?

Resim/Picture 12

Tirkmenistan Millt Tarih ve Etnografya Mizesi'nin
deposundan bir namazhk 108x134 cm. dlculerindedir
(Env. no. 321).

A prayer rug from Turkmenistan National History &
Ethnography Museum. 108 x 134 (cm) (Inv. no. 321).

vveaves the tvwo faced carpet on vertical loom, and
presents it to the Shah. The Shah likes the carpet so
much that he has the vveavers eyes burnt out to make
sure that he can never vveave anything similar again.”

There is also Turkoman tent pitehed on the second
floor. This tent, exhibited wvith full inside decorations
also serves in giving hints to researehers of social sciences.

The carpets in the Museum generally date back to
19th and 20th centuries. The oldest pieces of the
collection are a Teke carpet from Merv and a Salur ensi,
both dating back to the 17th century. 1

Tuvakbibi Durdiyeva stated that they occasionally
participate to the exhibitions abroad, one of which had
been the exhibition realized as a result of the Turkoman
Government, and opened in istanbul Military Museum,
in 1994.

1 Ensi is the plain carpet hung at the doors of tents.

carpets, hung on special occasions, used to emphasize the
meaning of the day by means of the motifs on them. For
example, Ensi's with kopuz (one-stringed guitar) motif used
to be hung on the occasions of celebrations or vvedding
ceremonies.

This



Resim/Picture 13

Tirkmenistan Millt Tarih ve Etnografya Miizesi'nin
deposundan bir Ersari halisi. Lebab vilayetinden gelen
hah 19. yy.’a tarihlendirilen bu hah 128x89 cm.
Olculerindedir (Env. no. 594).

An Ersari carpet from the Turkmenistan National History
& Ethnography Museum. The carpet originated from
Lebab, dates back to 19th century. Dimensions: 128 x
89 (cm) (Inv. no. 594).

Vskabat Mizelerindeki Halilar
SERAP LELOGLI INAL
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Another museum possessing a rich carpet collection
in Askabat is Turkoman National History and Ethnography
Museum. Unfortunately, we could not collect any
information concerning the establishment of this
Museum; hovvever, we knowv that this museum existed
even before the independence and some pieces had
been transferred from here to the Turkoman Carpet
Museum during its establishment2

The museum building is one-story high, located in
a large garden. This Museum owvns a vast collection,
consisting mostly of findings from archeological
excavations. Ceramic and stone pieces obtained from
such excavations, wwhich are arranged in a couple of
room, can shed light on the Turkoman history. Other
than these, a rich collection consisting of more than
500 carpets and similar products is unfortunately
displayed in a single room only. The oldest piece of this
collection is a Salur Ensi of the end of the 18th century.

it was interesting that the oldest carpets in both
museums dated back only to the middle of the 17th
century. We knowv that in the museum in Europe and
America, there exist carpets dating back to earlier periods.
Upon our researches in Turkmenistan, we have come to
learn from the relevant authorities that the Russians had
sent the old carpets to museums of Moscovv and St.
Petersburg. We believe that the immediate
commencement of interventions for the returning of
such carpets is a must with regard to unity of the history
of Turkoman culture.

2 Within the scope of this article, we are publishing the

photographs of some of the carpets kept in the storage's of
Turkoman National History and Ethnography Museum. We
believe that a least some of them will prove to be very useful
for the researchers vworking on the subject.

Resim/Picture 14

Turkmenistan Milli Tarih ve Etnografya Muzesi’nin deposundan “Gulli G6I” motifleriyle
bezeli bir Ersari cuvall. 19. yy. sonuna tarihlendirilen bu cuval 176x94 cm. dlculerindedir

(Env. no. 287).

An Ersari storage bag with "Gulli G61" motifs. Dates back to 19th century and of 176

X 94 (cm) size. (Inv. no. 278).
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Resim/Picture 15

Turkmenistan Milli Tarih ve Etnografya Mizesi’nin
deposundan bir Saruk cuvali. 19. yy.’a tarihlendirilen bu
cuval 92x128 cm. Odlciulerindedir (Env. no. 180).

A Saruk storage bag. Dates back to 19th century and
of 92 x 128 (cm) (Inv. no. 180).

Resim/Picture 16

Turkmenistan Milli Tarih ve Etnografya Miizesihin deposundan
bir Ersari gergisi (duvar halisi). 19. yy. sonuna tarihlendirilen
bu hali 123x206 cm. olcilerindedir (Env. no. 178).

An Ersari wall carpet from the Museum. 19th century,
123 X 206 (cm) (Inv. no. 178).

Resim/Picture 17

Tirkmenistan Millt
Tarih ve Etnografya
Mizesinin deposundan
“Kerpic Golla” bir
Saruk kapilik. 20. yy.
basina tarihlendirilir.

A Saruk door-top from
the stores of the
Museum. 20th century.



